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In April 2008 I met an American national in Colombo who works for the World Bank in Washington, DC. At that time both Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama were contesting for the Democratic Party Presidential nomination and John McCain was already the sole contender for the Republican Party Presidential nomination. When we conversed about the upcoming American Presidential election he told me that, although in his opinion John McCain was too old for the office of the President, he believed American people are still not “ready” for a woman or non-white person to become the President of the United States.      
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His prognosis was proved wrong on November 04th when the American people made history by electing their first African American President. I was fortunate to be just a couple of blocks away from the White House to witness this historic moment of the American people; minority communities in particular who overwhelmingly voted for Barack Obama. My thoughts went back home; can we Sri Lankans ever make the same epic history? I remembered the pronunciations by heads of two pillars of the Sri Lankan state, viz. the chief executive and the head of the armed forces. In 1994, the then President of Sri Lanka claimed that the minority communities are mere branches of the majority Sinhalese community. Just a couple of months ago, in September 2008, the chief of the Sri Lanka Army said that Sri Lanka belongs to the Sinhalese (majority community) and minority communities should not demand “too much”. 
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The Sun asked the British people to switch off their lights in order to mark dark times ahead if a “Welshman”, Neil Kinnock, was elected. Despite moving his Labour Party away from leftwing politics, Neil Kinnock lost to John Major largely due to his ethnicity, I believe. Even now, there are undercurrents of racism whipped up by certain media (and perhaps by certain sections of the Conservative Party as well) against the incumbent Prime Minister Gordon Brown who is a Scotsman. These experiences indicate that it is a Herculean task for a person other than English to be elected Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. In this respect, American people have proved to be above the rest in the World.                  
The case of Sri Lanka is different from the United States or the United Kingdom at least in one important respect. In the case of African Americans, Scottish or the Welsh, they by and large speak the language of the majority community and their religion is by and large the same as that of the majority community (different denominations of Christianity notwithstanding). Whereas in the case of Sri Lanka, Tamil and Muslim minority communities by and large speak a different language and follow different religions than the majority community. Thus, whilst the majority community speaks Sinhalese and is largely Buddhist, Tamils and Moors speak Tamil and are largely Hindu and Muslim respectively. 

Nevertheless, the demographic composition of the United States is almost the same as in Sri Lanka; in the former the majority community accounts for 73% of the total population (minority communities account for 27%) and in the latter it is 74% (minority communities account for 26%). In spite of the differences in ethnicity, a common language binds the people of America (religious sectarianisms notwithstanding), which is not the case in Sri Lanka. Having said that, the differences between the United States and Sri Lanka go beyond the differences in languages or religions of the peoples of these two countries. It is more to do with the fundamental differences in the governance structures of the two countries: for example, America is a federal state while Sri Lanka is a unitary state; America does not have a state religion whereas Sri Lanka does. Moreover, affirmative action programmes have made America an inclusive society (notwithstanding enduring discrimination in many respects even now), whereas in Sri Lanka lukewarm implementation of the dual official language policy and discrimination in education and employment opportunities have alienated the minority communities. These are some of the fundamental differences between the two countries.          

	United States


	Sri Lanka



	Ethnicity
	Share in the population
	Ethnicity
	Share in the population

	Caucasian American
	73 %
	Sinhalese
	74%

	African American
	12 %
	Tamils – E&N
	10%

	Hispanic
	11 %
	Moors
	8%

	
	
	Tamils – hill country
	5%

	Others
	4%
	Others
	3%

	TOTAL
	100 %
	
	100%


Ironically, by and large it is the Western educated and/or domiciled elites of the Sri Lankan society (from both the majority and minority communities) who have been and are insular and retrogressive. The foregoing is evident when one reads the views and opinions of the writers to the Sri Lankan media (or the diaspora media – both electronic and print – in Europe and North America), both English and vernacular language ones. Remember that person with a Doctorate from the London University who crafted the Republican Constitution of 1972, which proclaimed Buddhism as the state religion of Sri Lanka. Many racist propagandists, bureaucrats, policy advisors and members of parliament of the current Sri Lankan regime are either citizens or dual-citizens of Western countries, particularly America and Australia. Similarly, by and large, it is the Tamil citizens of several western countries who were/are advisors to and apologists of the LTTE fascism. It is these exclusivists who are prominent contributors to popular Tamil newspapers in Sri Lanka and diaspora media.     

Both the leader of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and the chief of the Sri Lanka Army have sent their children to Europe (England & Ireland) and United States respectively for higher education. The children, siblings and relatives of top leaders of the LTTE and the State are citizens or permanent residents of one of the European, North American or Australasian countries. 

Can the offsprings of the supremacists of both the State and the non-State in Sri Lanka convince and free their respective fathers out of their insular mindsets? Could the enigma of Barack Obama prick the conscience of the State and the non-State powers that be in Sri Lanka? Can the exemplary message of the American people inspire the general public in Sri Lanka (irrespective of ethnic affiliation) to break out of the shackles of parochialism, communalism and fascism?

Barack Obama’s election as the President of the United States has given a glimmer of hope to minority communities around the world that they too could become rulers of their respective country by peaceful democratic means. It is a powerful message against separatist nationalism and armed violence of marginalised communities around the world. 

If you need inspiration watch and listen to the Obama victory song.…….…It’s A New Day….……at http://www.thecelebritytruth.com/william-debuts-song-obama/004969 

Muttukrishna Sarvananthan, Ph.D. (Wales) M.Sc. (Bristol) M.Sc. (Salford) B.A. (Hons) (Delhi), is the Principal Researcher of the Point Pedro Institute of Development, Point Pedro, Northern Sri Lanka and a Fulbright Visiting Research Scholar at the Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University, Washington, DC, U.S.A. Corrections, comments and suggestions are welcome to sarvi@gwu.edu
[image: image11.jpg]


 

No one warned me about the leeches.  I arrived at Nilambe Buddhist Meditation Centre early on a Saturday morning full of trepidation.  The Centre is located high up on the side of a mountain about twenty kilometers south of Kandy, Sri Lanka, where I am spending the year as a Senior Fulbright Fellow teaching comparative religion in the Department of Buddhist Studies at the University of Peradeniya.  I was several months into my tour of duty, but had managed to avoid the obvious.  

Sure I had studied Buddhism in graduate school and had taught perhaps a dozen introductory classes on Buddhism, but I had never exposed myself to the discipline of Buddhist meditation.  Sure I could discuss the Four Noble Truths, the Eight Fold Path, the Ten Fetters, the Paradox of Anatman, the fine points of Theravada and Mahayana schools, and the subtleties of Nagarjuna’s deconstructive philosophy.  Over the years I had had opportunities to dialogue with leading Buddhists and Buddhist scholars from around the world.  Recently I had read a lot about the 20th century transformations in Sri Lankan Buddhism.  The books and ideas I knew, but I had never actually practiced Buddhist meditation.

∞

Nilambe Buddhist Meditation Centre is an example of what some scholars refer to as “Protestant Buddhism” (Obeyesekere, 1989) (Seneviratne, 1999).  Buddhist meditation was once the mostly exclusive activity of the Sangha, which was divided into those monks who served a more priestly function in village temples and those monks who withdrew to forest monasteries to diligently pursue their enlightenment through meditation.  In response to Christian missionaries under British colonial rule, however, Buddhism in Ceylon changed in many profound ways.  With the encouragement of Colonel Henry Steele Olcott (1832-1907), the colorful founder of the Theosophical Society, who arrived in then Ceylon in 1880 along with his even more colorful companion, Madame Blavatsky (1831-1891), new Buddhist institutions and new Buddhist religiosity evolved.  In 1881, Olcott wrote “The Buddhist Catechisms”, which in his lifetime was translated into twenty-two languages and forty editions.  By 1898, the Buddhist Theosophical Society had founded over a hundred schools in Ceylon modeled after the Christian missionary schools.  Indigenous Buddhist leaders, most notably the monk Anagarika Dharmapala (1864-1933), adopted a more missionary and chauvinistic attitude towards Buddhism and promoted a politically engaged Sangha and a new religiously observant laity.  Today, every village temple in Sri Lanka conducts Sunday Schools, in which children dressed in white go to temples to learn basic Buddhist doctrines.  
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∞

Nilambe Buddhist Meditation Centre (www.nilambe.org) is one of perhaps a dozen meditation centers in Sri Lanka today that is focused on training the laity.  Some of these centers also cater to Western Buddhist tourists.  Significantly, Nilambe was founded by a lay Buddhist, Godwin Samararatne (1932-2000).  A healthy representation of Sri Lankan monks, nuns, and lay people also use the facility.  It can accommodate some forty overnight guests.

I arrived early in the morning just after breakfast for my three-day retreat.  “How long have you been here?” I asked the English woman, who oriented me.  “Nineteen years”, she responded.  I asked the same of a German woman.  “Three years continuously,” she responded.  The elderly Israeli man said that he had been here five times over the last nine years with his shortest visit lasting four weeks.  I guessed my three-day retreat would not amount to much.

∞

And yes, no one had warned me about the leeches.  Within an hour of arriving at Nilambe, I discovered the first leech sucking blood between my toes.  This was not my first encounter with a Sri Lankan leech, but the experience is to be avoided.  In all, I counted five leech bites and a dozen picked off during my three-day retreat.  The leeches were particularly plentiful given the almost continuous rain that weekend.  The leeches, found only in the Central Highlands, may have played a significant role in the colonial history of Sri Lanka.  While the coastal regions of Ceylon were first colonized by the Portuguese in 1505, by the Dutch in 1602, and the British in 1802, it would not be until 1815 that the Kandyan Kingdoms in the interior were conquered by the British.  I have been told that the real reason that the Europeans had such a hard time conquering the interior was actually because of the leeches.  Nor would I conquer samsara during my brief Buddhist retreat, though not because of the leeches.  The little bloodsuckers actually provided a useful reminder of the Law of Dukkha, the Buddhist Doctrine of Universal Suffering, Impermanence, Death, Rebirth.

My first experience in meditation was as a teenager at a Unitarian-Universalist youth group.  We lay on the floor, as we were guided through a relaxation exercise.  I quickly fell asleep and began snoring, which resulted in a cackle of adolescent laughter and the abrupt end of the meditation exercise.  

Later I became a Quaker and submitted myself to a weekly hour of silent worship, which would generally also involve several people giving vocal ministry.  Quakers talk about a Centering Process in Silent Worship, but there was no great technique developed over 2500 years.  For me, Quaker meditation involved working my way through every possible list of things to do or consider, a taking of inventory in my life, a consideration of existential problems and relationships, prayers to God-by-whatever-name for healing and fortitude.  Once this was all taken care of there would be some precious moments of sweet silence, a space where something else, some stirring of a “still small voice” might rise up in me.  

Make a note to myself: if the Spirit moves me, do not, I repeat, do not give vocal ministry during the meditation sessions at Nilambe.

In Buddhist terminology, I have an overactive “monkey brain,” actually in my case more like a drunken monkey in Time Square on New Year’s Eve with firecrackers tied to his tail.  Add to that a lot of reptilian passions in my cerebellum and you understand why I approach meditation with trepidation.  The idea of emptying my mind is anathema to me, hence the Ph.D., all of the reading and writing, the love of conversation, debate, travel, adventure.  I have long claimed to practice Buddhist mindfulness, but for me that means filling my mind full with as much as possible.  Buddhist meditation always struck me as more about mindlessness, a process of clearing away all desires, all sensations, and all thoughts.  HADD welcome to the Dharma.

∞

The main meditation hall at Nilambe is about 60 feet long and 20 feet wide.  At one end stands an altar with a small statue of the Buddha, candles, incense, a bell, and a number of other sacred objects.  The sides of the room are raised concrete platforms for sitting with cushions and pillows to help in maintaining comfort and good posture during the long sessions.  The roof is made of hand-hewn logs and covered with earthenware tiles.  The concrete floor is covered with long hemp carpets.  Windows on one side let in natural light and sounds.

A Sri Lankan monk and a Belgian monk in residence sat near the front near the altar, each with an extra cushion covered with a white cloth to raise them ritualistically above the rest of us.  The other twenty-eight guests spread themselves around the room, wrapping themselves in sheets to stay warm in the cool mountain air.  At different times, one or more would stand up to practice walking meditation, making their way slowly with deliberate steps from one end of the hall to the other.  The Belgian monk had brought a dozen Flemish practioners with him for a three-week retreat.

The day began at 5 AM with sixty minutes of meditation, followed by tea and an hour of yoga.  At 7:30 breakfast was served followed by an hour of “working meditation,” taking care of the grounds and cleaning the rooms.  From 9:30 to 11:00 AM, there was another meditation session in the main hall.  At noon lunch was served, followed by some free time.  At 2:30 PM there was another ninety-minute meditation session in the main hall.  At 4:30, tea was served with a half-an-hour set aside for mindful conversation.  Otherwise, there was not a lot of talking.  Another opportunity followed for yoga.  At six, there was some chanting followed by another hour of meditation.  No dinner was served, but one could avail oneself of a simple snack.  The day ended with an eight o’clock Dharma talk or a group sharing.

Though no one spoke, the meditations were hardly silent.  The jungle sound of birds, frogs, geckos, and frequent rain were constant companions in our meditations.  Sometimes a sound from the valley would make its way up to our mountain retreat.  Sometimes a tuktuk or a van would drive up through the tea plantation to deliver supplies or a new visitor to our jungle retreat.

About a third of the visitors were Sri Lankans.  There was a young monk taking a retreat.  I do not think he spoke English.  There was a young Sri Lankan woman up from Colombo, where she worked in one of the embassies.  There was a young Sri Lankan artist, now living in Sweden, who had been coming here since 1997.  There was a young Sri Lanka businessman from Colombo, seeking peace and renewal from his hectic city life and the constant worry about the next terrorist attack.  There was the elderly Sri Lankan woman, who seemed to be in mourning over the death of a loved one.  Poya Day was coming and on my last day five new Sri Lankans arrived to take up residence in anticipation of the Full Moon Holiday.

On one occasion, the chanting was followed by a guided meditation on metta and karuna, loving kindness and compassion, led by Nilambe’s new guru, Upul Gamage, a young lay leader and student of Godwin Samararatne.  In the dark room lit only by the candles at the altar, we were asked to focus our meditations on spreading peace and goodwill, radiating kindness over the entire world, and an end to suffering everywhere.  I thought perhaps it would be better to begin our compassion meditation by reading the newspapers together or the latest human rights reports, so that we might focus our meditations with some specificity on the disappearances and murders, the terrorist bombings, the poor young men forced into military service by poverty, the child-soldiers forced into war by the LTTE, the on-going attacks on journalists by government thugs, the war raging in the North with its daily air strikes, the families whose mothers were compelled by poverty to work as domestic laborers in the Middle East, the one million internally displace persons, some who have been in refugee camps for twenty years, the already miserable prisons overflowing, the violence of the growing underworld, the high rates of alcoholism, drug addiction, and suicides, the inflation eating away at the already meager income of most of the residents of this country, the steady erosion of the rule of law, and the unmistakable movement towards dictatorship.  And that is just in Sri Lanka.  I had a whole world of violence, injustice, and misery left to account for in my meditations.  I remembered a poem by Walt Whitman:

I sit and look out upon all the sorrows of the world, 
and upon all oppression and shame…
All these -- all the meanness and agony without end I sitting look out upon,
See, hear, and am silent.

Perhaps mindful silence and compassionate concern can be transformative.  I also pray to God-by-whatever-name, but I am not sure that is anymore effective.  I pray to a personal/impersonal God/Universe, whatever you want to call it.  I find this more satisfying than simply meditating on a transitory existence.  Of course, though it technically is contrary to the Theravada canon, most Buddhists also pray to Lord Buddha, to a kind of superhuman person who cares and pays attention, wants the best for each of us, who can maybe provide some special grace to help us better cope, to be better people, to simply survive.  At every hour of the day, lay people can be found making pooja at Buddhist temples all around Sri Lanka, seeking divine assistance in difficult times.

∞

I walked the meditation hall, back and forth. On one side was the shrine of the Buddha.  In the other direction was a blank wall, which for me came to represent death.  The seated meditators served as witnesses, judge, and jury in my trial.  Back and forth I walked – five minutes each way, each step a slow meditation, my death in one direction, the Dharma in the other.  Daily meditations on my death have long been a part of my spiritual practice, but perhaps had become too much of a routine.  Death definitely helps focus one’s life on meaningful living and the appreciation of small things.  At fifty though, I find myself not less, but more obsessed with small things – my fears, inadequacies, and desires.  I am riddled with concerns about pleasures, failures, insecurities, finitude, death.

Slowly, the God/Dharma of small things began to fill my consciousness.  Little daily miracles became present to me – eating food, walking, a flower, a bird, a person’s face, the sound of the rain, the view of the distant mountains, brushing my teeth, removing another leech.  After two days and over fourteen hours of formal meditation – seated, walking, working, eating – my worries began to dissipate, my senses and thoughts grew more attuned to my surroundings.  Even my dreams became part of this growing consciousness; my sleep also turned into a kind of meditation.

It is five in the morning on my last day.  I seat myself in the long meditation hall, one of the last to arrive.  It is raining again.  Not the torrential rain of last night, but a gentle rain, its sound falling on roof tiles and trees mixes with the sounds of the dark jungle.  The meditators are covered with their robes, only their faces are exposed, though invisible in this dimly lit darkness.  I fold my legs and adjust my posture placing my palms together on my lap, thumbs touching.  I calm my breath, watching the gentle rise and fall of my diaphragm and my thoughts.  Letting go.  Letting go.  Letting go.  

Time passes in this half-wake, fully present state.  As the grey light of dawn slowly arrives, I note the changing of the jungle guard, as the energetic sounds of the nighttime amphibians give way to the equally boisterous daytime birds.  Today I will leave, much as I arrived, tangled in the Ten Fetters, but a little bit more mindful of my condition and with a hint of something more, a no-thing-ness, that may lie beyond or ahead, but that is somehow already and always present.
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Dr. Thomas P. Martin, who is a Professor in the Health, Fitness and Sport Department at Wittenberg University in Springfield OH, as well as a fellow in the American College of Sports Medicine (FACSM) and a Registered Clinical Exercise Physiologist (RCEP), maximized his contributions as a Fulbright Scholar in Sri Lanka in 2008.  Highlights included the training of Physical Education faculty at the University of Ruhuna in Matara to teach the first university level interdisciplinary academic course in Sri Lanka –  “Physical Fitness and Health Management.”  Dr. Martin then moved to the University of Peradeniya in Kandy where he did workshops on topics related to Health, Physical Fitness and Exercise Physiology for faculty, staff, students, sports medicine physicians and professionals in the community.  In addition, he advised the Department of Physiology in the Faculty of Medicine on the development of the first certificate and diploma program on Exercise and Sport Science in Sri Lanka.

Dr. Martin presented Mr. Susil Premajayantha, Minister of Education with Physical Best resources (books and fitness assessment software) designed to educate, challenge and encourage all children to develop knowledge, skills and attitudes for a healthy and fit life.  He also donated sport related resources to The National Institute for Sport Science (Ministry of Sport) in Colombo.  In addition, Dr. Martin gave a presentation on the topic of “Physical Education in Sri Lanka” at a regional Fulbright Conference in Jaipur India and presented a Fulbright Public Lecture titled “Fitness for Life” in Colombo and at the US Embassy in Beijing China.  
Thomas P. Martin, Ph.D., FACSM, RCEP is Professor, Health, Fitness, and Sport Department  at Wittenberg University tmartin@wittenberg.edu
Web Page:  http://www.wittenberg.edu/~tmartin
	

	

	

	



Fulbright Student Advising Centre Opens in Galle – April 2008:

The U.S.-Sri Lanka Fulbright Commission(US-SLFC),  launched an educational advisory service project in association with Mahinda College and its Old Boys' Association in Galle on the 4th of April.
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The Fulbright Alumni Lecture Series:

The lecture series was inaugurated in May 2006 and the Following lectures were held from June 2008 and 2009.

· Bye, Bye Censorship – Asoka Handagama

· Fitness for Life – Dr. Tom Martin
· An Evening with an Ornithologist (two lectures)– Prof. Ragupathy Kanan
· Nutrition for the Middle Adult Years – Dr. Prithiva Chanmugam

· Ethnic Identity as Grasping to Self- Prof. William Waldron

· Islam and the abolition of Slavery in the Indian Ocean – Prof. Omar Ali

Hosted  U. S. Fulbright Scholars in South Asia :

The US-SLFC hosted two U.S. Scholars who were on Fulbright grants in South Asia. Prof. Ragupathty Kannan (in December 2007)  from India and Prof. William Waldron (in May 2008) from Bangladesh. Both scholars gave lectures under the auspices of the Fulbright Commission and also took the opportunity to meet Sri Lankan scholars in their fields of research.  
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Seminar on Imperial Entanglements – January 2008: 

This one-day seminar  brought together Fulbright scholars from Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and the U.S. to discuss issues under the broad theme of “Imperialism and Society.” The topic of the seminar was taken from the title of a publication by one of the speakers, Prof. Fakrul Alam. 

The speakers were Prof. Fakrul Alam, Dept. of English, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh

Dr. William Grassie, Metanexux Institute, U.S.A, Prof. Heinrich Falk, Dept. of Theatre, California State University, U.S.A , Prof. Neloufer de Mel, Dept. of English, University of Colombo, Ceylon, Prof. Walter Perera, Dept of English, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

Fulbright Commission inaugurates Fulbright Reading Seminar Series – February 2008:Based on a suggestion by a Sri Lankan Fulbrighter, Dr. SinhaRaja Tammita-Delgoda, who had participated in a similar series at his host university, the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, the Commission inaugurated a reading seminar in Sri Lanka. This is the first of its kind in Sri Lanka where a small group of Sri Lankans and U.S. Fulrighters gather over a seminar to discuss a selected academic publication. 
Fulbright Commission helds a U.S. Scholar Mid-year Review followed by a Reception to Introduce U.S. Fulbrighters to the Sri Lankan Community – March 2008:
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U.S. Fulbrighters addressed the Commission Staff and fellow Fulbrighters about the progress of their research and discussed their personal experiences as scholars and students in Sri Lanka in March 2008. The Review was followed by a reception with a guest-list of high profile Sri Lankan academics, diplomats, media personnel, scholars, artists, writers and alumni. The reception was also attended by the U.S. Ambassador and Board of Directors of the US-SLFC
Nomination and selection of Sri Lankan scholar for the International Fulbright Science and Technology Award for Outstanding Foreign Scholars - 2008:

The US-SLFC nominated two principals. Both of them, Prassana Kalansuriya and Melani Jayasuriya, became two of the 43 principals selected for the award from over a 100 nominations sent in from around the world for 2009 Awards. 
Pre-departure Orientation for Sri Lankan Students – July 2008:

The US-SLFC conducted a workshop for Sri Lankan Students, undergraduates and graduates, who are departing to the US in July 2008. Sessions included panel discussions, a presentation by the Consular Officer and discussions with returning students and U.S. academics.

The U.S. Department of Education Summer Seminar for 16 secondary school educators – August 2008:

This 10-day seminar was held in August 2008 in Anuradhapura, Kandy and Colombo for 16 U.S. educators. Dr. SinhaRaja Tamitta-Delgoda conducted the seminar in Anuradhapuara and Kandy and several leading specialists in the fields of economics and politics spoke at the seminar sessions that were held in Colombo.

Move to New Premises – October 2008: 

The Fulbright Commission moved to its new premises, at 22 Flower Terrace, Colombo 7 in October 2008. 

In Country Orientation for U.S. Fulbright Scholars – October 2008:

A two-day seminar for the 2008 - 09 U.S. scholars was held at the Commission in October 2008. The speakers included, Mr. Tissa Jayatilaka (Sri Lanka an overview), Dr. Hemanthi Ranasinghe (Environment of Sri Lanka),  Tissa Abeysekera (Reminiscences of a Film-maker and Writer), Dr Shyamala Gomez (Women, the Law and Gender in Sri Lanka) Dr. Anila Dias Bandaranayake (Development in Sri Lanka), U.S. Fulbrighters in Sri Lanka (Life of Fulbright Scholars in SL – tips and traps) & Mr. Raju ( Food of Sri Lanka – with tasting and demonstrations at the Colombo Hilton Hotel).

Seminar on the U.S. Elections – October 2008:

The US-SLFC conducted a seminar on the U.S. elections in October 2008. The panellists were Ambassador Robert Blake, Mr. Rohan Edrisinha, Dr. Anila Dias Bandaranaike and Mr. Jeffrey Anderson.

Ongoing Activities - Advising Seminars:The US-SLFC conducts the following seminars at the US-SLFC 
· Undergraduate seminars – every Monday

· Graduate Seminars – Last Wednesday of each month

· Visa Seminars – regularly each year from June
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Nuwan Prasantha Madawan Arachchi, Fulbright Visitor Awardee 2008, Alexandria Campus: 
at the U.S. Capitol, Washington DC, USA


US SCHOLARS IN SRI LANKA - 2008-09

DR. SIRI JAYARATNE

Associate Dean and Professor, University of Michigan – Ann Arbour, School of Social Work

Project – Supporting Programme Development and Evaluation in Sri Lanka

At – The Department of Sociology, University of Colombo
DR. JOHN STIFLER

Senior Lecturer, University of Massachussetts, Department of Economics 

Project – Socioeconomic Themes in Literature

At – University of Peradeniya
DR. TIM SULLIVAN

Associate Professor, Kenyon College, Department of Physics

Project – Computational science using Computer Clusters Created from Classroom Computers

At – University of Peradeniya
US STUDENTS IN SRI LANKA  - 2008-09

MR. ASHOK KUMAR

To MAS Holdings 

Research Project – Sustainable Equality: Ceylon’s Village Energy Cooperatives
MS. LEA KRIVCHENIA

Research Project – Feminism and Conflict in Sri Lanka

MS. ALISON NEWMAN

Research Project – Maternal Health in Sri Lanka

MS. LEAH WORTHINGTON

Research Project – The African Diaspora in Sri Lanka and the Community of Sirambiyadiya

MR. JOHN ZIMMERMAN

Research Project – Sri Lankan Transformations in Disaster Relief Projects

SRI LANKAN SCHOLARS  TO THE US 2009-10

DR. AJANTHA DHARMASIRI

Consultant, Postgraduate Institute of Management, University of Sri Jayewardenepura 

Research/Lecturing Project – Understand the Strategic Role of Human Resources in Managing Performance of Virtual Teams Across Cultures
DR.  CHANDINI WICKRAMASINGHE

Lecturer, Department of Classical Languages, University of Peradeniya

Research Project – Representation of Athenian Culture in Attic Red Figure Vases
DR.  DEEPTHI YAKANDAWALA

Senior Lecturer, Department of Botany, University of Peradeniya
Research Project – Application of Amplified Fragment Length Polymorphism in Plant Systems
SRI LANKAN STUDENTS FOR MASTER’S DEGREE STUDY TO THE US - 2009-2010

MS. KANCHANA AMBAGAHAWITA

Area of Study – Public Policy
MR. NIRAN ANKETELL

Area of Study – International Law
MR. GEHAN GUNATILLEKE

Area of Study – International Human Rights Law
MS. TERUNI KELAGAMA

Area of Study – Literature
MS. CHITHRANGANI RATHNAYAKE

Area of Study – Geographic Information Systems and Remote Sensing

MS. BIMALI MUDDANNAYAKE

Area of Study – Finance and Economics

MS. THILANKA WIJESINGHE

Area of Study – Speech and Language Pathology
MS. SAJANI PERERA
Area of Study – Education
SRI LANKAN VISITOR AWARDEES TO THE US - 2009 - 2010
DR. JAANAKI GOONERATE

Senior Research Officer, Industrial Technological Institute (ITI)

Area of Study – “Healthy Populations in the US Consume Micronutrient Fortified Foods by Choice and not by Chance,”
MS. SUREKA AMERASINGHE

Music/Choral Director, Ladies College

Area of Study – Conflict Resolution Using the American Musical Experience
MR. DESHAN TENNEKOON

Freelance Photographer

Area of Study – Pools: A Comparison of Human Behaviour in Communal Aquatic Environments, in the First and Third World

MS. NATASHA FERNANDOPULLE

Journalist, Sunday Times

Area of Study – Developing websites for newspapers

HONORARY CHAIRMAN


MR.ROBERT O. BLAKE JR.


U.S. AMBASSADOR TO SRI LANKA

CHAIRMAN


MR. JEFFREY J. ANDERSON


DIRECTOR FOR PRESS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS


U.S. EMBASSY

TREASURER
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Could Sri Lankan People Emulate American People?


By Dr. Muttukrishna Sarvananthan








It is not that this kind of racial supremacy exists in Sri Lanka alone; it is all over the world, but America has crossed this supremacist disposition on November 04th 2008. United Kingdom is an example of the supremacism of the majority community, viz. the English. I still vividly remember the national elections of 1992 when John Major of the Conservative Party (incumbent Prime Minister) and Neil Kinnock of the Labour Party (Opposition Leader) were contending for Premiership, while I was a postgraduate student in the UK. Whilst most opinion polls showed a very close run between the two parties, on the day of the election (April 09th) The Sun newspaper (the most popular tabloid at that time) had a banner headline and lead story that was widely believed to have contributed to the loss of the Labour Party and its leader Neil Kinnock at that election.





Leeches on the Road to Enlightenment


By Dr. William Grassie





Sitting Buddha, detail –by Dr Grassie





“The view from my house in Kandy.” – Dr.  Grassie





A Fulbrighter at the University of Ruhana
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Dr. Martin presenting Mr. Susil Premajayantha, Minister of Education with Physical Best resources (books and software).





News from the US-SLFC








US Ambassador, Robert O Blake; Chairman of the US-SLFC, Mr Terry J White and Executive Director of the US-SLFC, Mr Tissa Jayatilaka at the opening ceremony of the US-SLFC Galle Advising Centre located in the Mahinda College OBA building, Galle.





Prof. Rugapathy Kannan delivering his lectuer titled: The Great Horn Bill and an Indian Rain Forest.





Dr. William Grassie, 2007-2008 Visiting U.S. Scholar,  addressing the audience.
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Fulbright Scholars 2008-10
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